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Letter of Reverend Father Louis Davaugour to
Reverend Father Joseph Germain, superior
General of the Canadian Missions, Con-
cerning the Mission of Lorette
in New France, 1710.

OUR Reverence® asks me to give you informa-
Y tion respecting the state of our Mission of
Lorette. I comply with your request in this
letter — wherein, although you will read nothing that
is brilliant or magnificent, as may be related of other
Missions, yet you will learn, I think, with pleasure
what kind of life our Hurons lead here, and what
practices of piety they daily perform. I write this
with all the more confidence, because I have had but
little share in what I am about to relate. The whole
merit is due, [after God,] to the care and ability of
Reverend Father Decouvert, who was recently com-
pelled by ill health to return to Quebec, that he
might be more conveniently cared for in our college.
Appointed in his place, although unequal to the task,
I shall narrate what I have seen and discovered [in
this village of Lorette].

Some there are who think, and therefore write,
that the soil of Canada is thoroughly sterile and
unfruitful; that the heralds of the Gospel reap there-
from hardly any fruit in return for long and painful
labor. This single village of Lorette can teach them
otherwise. In fact, I make bold to say that all the
other missions of Canada are by no means as fruitful



